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SUBJECT: GDR PRESS COVERAGE ON PANAMA 

1 . SED PARTY ORGAN NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (ND) CARRIED AN 
ARTICLE ON PANAMA FEBRUARY 5 BY ND LATIN AMERICAN CORRES- 
PONDENT JOCHEN PREUSSLER. UNDER THE HEADING "NEW LINK 
IN THE CHAIN OF IMPERIALIST ATTACKS", THE ARTICLE MAINTAINS 
THAT IN LATE JANUARY THE TORRIJOS REGIME UNCOVERED A PLOT 
BY RIGHTWING FORCES DIRECTED FROM ABROAD TO SABOTAGE LAND 
REFORM IN CHIRIQUI PROVINCE. THE GROUNP IN QUESTION IS 
REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN IN DIRECT CONTACT WITH PANAMANIAN 
EXILE GROUPS BASED IN MIAMI WHO SEEK TO TOPPLE TORRIJOS. 
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TO EX-PRESIDENT ARNULFO ARIAS. 

2. THE ND PIECE GOES ON TO STATE THAT THE ANTI-TORRIJOS 
FORCES IN PANAMA ALSO HAVE DIRECT CONTACT WITH "A FORMER 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE IN THE US" WHO IS DESCRIBED AS AN 
OPPONENT OF A NEW PANAMA CANAL TREATY. IT FURTHER WARNS 
AGAINST THE CONTINUING STRENGTH OF INTERNATIONAL FRUIT 
CORPORATIONS SUCH AS UNITED FRUIT AND STANDARD BRANDS 
WHICH ARE DESCRIBED AS HAVING BROUGHT DOWN OTHER PROGRESSIVE 
GOVERNMENTS IN LATIN AMERICA. THE IMPERIALIST FORCES AND 
REACTIONARY GROUPS IN PANAMA HOPE TO MAKE PANAMA A SECURE 
ECONOMIC AND STRATEGIC BASE FOR IMPERIALISM. HOWEVER, 

TORRIJOS' FIGHT FOR THE COMPLETE 

RETURN OF THE CANAL ZONE HAS THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE 
WORKING CLASS AND LABOR UNIONS 
IN PANAMA. 

3. COMMENT: ND HAS CONFINED ITSELF IN THE PAST TO 
OCCASIONAL BRIEF REPORTS ON PANAMA FROM FOREIGN PRESS 
SOURCES OR TO PASSING REFERENCES TO STATEMENTS ON PANAMA 
IN THE UN. THE PREUSSLER ARTICLE IS THE MOST EXTENSIVE 

AND ANTI-US REPORT ON PANAMA TO HAVE APPEARED IN SOME 
TIME. GROVE 
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